GLOBAL DENTAL

FAMILY DENTIST & ORTHODONTICS SINCE 1989
ANNA-TU TRAN DDS
TUAN-ANH TRAN DDS
PAULO THUAN NGUYEN DMD

1220 N. JOSEY LN, SUITE 106,
) CARROLLTON, TX 75006

%\f 972-416-9239

KY LUGNG - KINH NGHIEM - TAN TAM
NHAN MEDICAID — BAO HIEM - CREDIT CARDS

Medical Clinic
of Farimenr=s Branch
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm &
Z 1% Saturday of each month 8am-2pm
12879 Josey Ln Suite 100, Farmers Branch, TX 75234

972-247-3600
Bac STY Khoa Dan Dinh Nguyén, D.O.
én vé Gia Pinh, Tré em, va Sitc Khoé Pan Ba
* Nhdn Bdo Hiém, Medicare & Medicaid
= Xin cit tw nhién dén, khong can ldy hen trudc
Kham & Piéu Tri:
[ Chich ngira tré em, ngudi 16n, du lich 1 Bénh phong thap
[ Bénh cao mdu [ Tim, than, phSi
[ Tiéu Pudng [ Bénh ngoai da
[ Bénh Tiéu Hod [E1 Bénh nhiém tring

Moi Dich Vu bia Oc, Xin Lién Lac:
R VMR x .
o % | Nguyén Minh, Realtor
| (Thdy Minh Vi¢t Ngi)
i DFW iRealty
972-567-6207
Email: minhn5212@9,rpail.com
NHA MOl GIAM GIA TU $10K PEN $60K,
HUD’S HOMES/FORECLOSURES GIA RE GOI

TISYMlC6 chuong trinh loan déc biét: 30%
Down, KHONG CHECK CREDIT/INCOME]

He'HealthSourcer

Chiropractic & Progressive Rehab®

Bdsc S Pham VAN TAm, D.C.
Bsc Sr George GARcia, D.C., AT.,C.
Chuyén Diéu Tri:
Tai Nan Xe Co
Pau Nhitc Do Nghé Nghiép
Pau Théan Kinh Toa
Pau lan truyén xuéng Chan hoiic Tay
Pau Vai, Pau Lung, Pau C8, Nhitc PAu
1005 S. Josey Ln. Ste. 203, Carrollton, TX 75006
(Déing sau Wing Stop) Tel: 972-417-0651
www.carrolltoninjury.com
Nhan hiu hét cdc loai Bao Hiém (Blue Cross Blue
Shield, United Health Care, PHCS, Humana etc.)

ASANENENEN

BOSTON HARDWOOL
FLOOR SERVICES<~

E  Chuyén lam san gb - Hardwood Floors /
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
[ Lam san ci thanh nhu méi

[ Nhan sita chita, d6ng dinh, dan keo, danh

béng, staining, HANDS CRAPED LAMINATE..
* Ba hon 15 ndm kinh nghiém trong nghé,
bdo ddm s& hai long khéch sau khi hoan t8t
cdng viéc.

PINH GIA MIEN PHI, GIA CA PHAI CHANG

~ Fully Insured ~
Xin lién lac anh L& Hy 972-899-0534

~ @ N TRANSVISION EYECARE
K./ Dr. Huey T. Tran
Eye Disease, LASIK, Glasses & Contact Lenses
NOW HIRING OPTOMETRIC ASSISTANTS
Most Major Medical and Vision Insurance accepted
18181 Midway Rd #100, Dallas, TX 75287
4109 Preston Rd, Frisco, TX 75034
www.transvisioneyecare.com 972-662-2020

Kathleen pl'\am, DMD

Excel Dentistry
General-Cosmetic, Orthodontic
951 W. Main St. #A, Lewisville,
TX 75067-3515 Phone: 972-434-4300
www.excel-dentistry.com
Accept Medicaid, CHIP and Most Insurances

CAC LGP TU VAN VE SUC KHOE MIEN PHI.
v Khdm bénh mién phi theo phuong phép
Pong Y
v Thit mdu mién phi
v" L6p day Tai-Chi “Yoga™ khi Cong-Thién
hoan toan mién phi
Néu ai can su giiip d§ xin lién lac 214-682-7683

NGUYEN SOCIAL SERVICES
| & DISABILITY

Nhén lam Céc hd so sau day:

¥ Bab 13nh v Thé xanh v Quéc tich: (tan nha, mién
thi, théng dich) v Tién gia (SSA, MEDICARE) v Tién
bénh (SSI, MEDICAID) v Chuong trinh cham séc strc
khée tai nha (HOME HEALTH CARE) &
OBAMACARE v+ Khai Thué.

LIEN LAC: CHERI CHUC NGUYEN

NGUYEN ASSOCIATES & DISABILITY
Xin goi |dy hen CELL: 214-717-7787

NGUYENCHERI@YAHOO.COM

UY TiN DICH VU &TAX SERVICES
2625 Old Denton Rd, Carrollton,
TX 75007 (bén trong ch¢ H-mart)

ham Khdo Thué 2013 Mién Phi.
HAU HUYNH — 214.235.5491

-~
—
-

FARMERS =
Huey(Hi¢u) Nguyén ‘{‘
Insurance Agent
469-230-1401 (Mobile)
5ST #R INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto m Home = Life m Business

972-505-3926 (Office) 214-441-1853 (Fax)
3021 N. Belt Line Rd, Irving, TX 75062-6878

hnguyen6@farmersagent.com

Advanced Dentistry

FAMILY ® COSMETIC ® IMPLANT DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
4125 Fairway Dr., #135, Carrollton, TX 75010
(Vin phong gin Kroger & Walmart Old Denton & Hebbron Pkwy)

NHIET TINH - TAN TAM - KY LUONG
972-904-2881 rax: 972-394-9990
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday & Sunday 9am-5pm
DR, NGHI TRAN, D.D.S., FICOI
Hoi Vien: Academy of General Dentistry
American Dental Association * Texas Dental

Association

nhitng nguGi cao ni€n, du hoc sinh,|

sinh vién, hoan cdnh khé khan

hodc khong c¢6 bdo hi€m. /

. Nhan Medicaid, Chip & PPO ins, c6 chuong
trinh trd g6p khong tién 15i

AL THETIC s

NHA KHOA
GIA PiNH
&
THAM MY

TU VAN

MIEN PHI
CHO NIENG
DR RENG V’A
CAY GHEP
RANG

LJ
A

Specializing - Cosmetic

Texas
Implanting - Orthodontics Dentistry
Reconstructive Group

HENRY H. KiM D.D.S., Fic.o.l, FM.LLI
SANDY H. KiM D.D.S.,
Carrollton: 972-416-2700
2810 E. Trinity Mills Rd. #179, Carrollton, TX 75006
Irving: 214-736-3777
3626 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062
NEW Patient - SPECIAL $30
(Exam, X-ray, Consultation & Regular cleaning)
SPECIAL30% off BRACES: IMPLANTING: Veneer
Membership Discounts 20% - 70%
www.texas-dentistry.com
Accept Medicaid, CHIP and Most Insurances

(. .

Nationwide”

Nationwide Insurance

VAN PHONG BAOIHIEM
XE - NHA - SUC KHOE

N

HAN THO - THUONG MAI

OBAMACARE - GOVERNMENT
SPONSORED HEALTH CARE

THAM KHAO TAI VAN PHONG CHUNG TOI

sSave up S5 23-°°

CARROLLTON OFFICE: |
I 4218 N Josey Ln,#108, Carrollton, TX 75006 |
Phone:(972) 417-9988 P

(Nga\su Beltline &‘J‘psey Ln)

L ot < ARLINGTON OFEFICE: “Sgb
1700 E.Pioneer F’kﬂy #190,‘Ar|ington, TX 76010

'ty ent amdily
Cesnetic 3&;6&:{;7 & Osthedontics

Dominic Hoang, DDS
972-820-7294
™ Chuyp hinh quang tuy&n bing
ky" thuat Digital
M Chira ring dung tia Laser
M Trong ring & Nh6 ring khon
™ Chinh Nha—Invisalign (niéng ring
thffm my)
M TAy tring ring nhanh ZOOM-AP ( $299 )
M Ring boc St trong mdt budi hen (CEREC
Porcelain Crown) 25% Off — M3i b¢nh nhan méi
30% OfSf — cdgia dinh bénh nhdn md&i
2741 Belt Line Rd., Carrollton, TX 75006
Nhén Bdo Hiém , Medicaid, TX Chip, Discount Plans

TRAN AIR GONDITIONING

Nhéin sifa 1t cd cac loai my lanh, may sudi

DINH GIA cho f gia va ca s thudng mai
{ MIENPHi [ = AIC AND HEATING
B = WALK-NCOOLER ~ PHUCW
|18y FREEZER TN TN
I A
WO * WATER HEATER mm:lllm
%+ REFRIGERATION :

DAVIDTRAN 214 T83 2825

7

b’dhj (214) 926-9443 / Email: hxnguyen75@gmail.com

whin

,

lac anh /V

Moi chi tiét vé quang cao xin lién

Gido XG Chénh Tan Chia Geese
SACRED HEART OF JESUS CATHOLIC CHURCH

! 1 gt

O

THONG TIN HANG TUAN SO 1227 NGAY 9-3-2014, CHUA NHAT I MUA CHAY, NAM A

VAN PHONG Cha Giam Quan
Lm Phaold Nguyén T4t Hai, C.Ss.R.
2121 N. Denton Dr., Carrollton,

TX 75006 / DT. 972-446-3461
Khdn cdp 972-242-8360
Fax 972-446-9551
NHA XU: 1313 Newport Dr., Carrollton,
TX 75006
www.thanhtamdallas.org

CHUGNG TRINH THANH LE
Chiia Nhdt: 9:00; 11:00 sdng,
12:30 trua (trong mua hoc)
va 5:30 (chiéu Thit Bdy hom trudc)
Ngay thuong: 6:30 chiéu. Riéng
Sdng Thit Bdy: 8:00
Lé bujc: 9:00 sdng; 6:30 chiéu va 6:30
(chiéu ngay hom trudc)

Bi TiCH RUA TOI
3:30 chiéu Thit Bdy ddu thdng

Bi TiCH GIAI 101
4:00 - 5:00 chiéu Thit Bdy

Bi TICH HON NHAN
Lién lac véi Cha Gidm Qudn trudc 6 thdng
va phdi cé chitng chi da hoc l6p du bi
hon nhan.

Bi TICH XUC DAU THANH

Khi cdn xin lién lac véi Cha Giém Quén

GHI DANH NHAP GIAO XU
Theo gido ludt, khi tdi cu nguy mdt noi
nao, cdc tin hitu phdi ghi danh gia nhdp
gido xit cang sém cang tot. Xin lién lac
vdi Cha Gidm Quén hodc Hoi Pong Muc
Vu dé gia nhdp Cong Poan Déin Chiia.

THU MUC VU

SONG TAM TINH MUA CHAY VGI PUC THANH CHA

hu’ thé 1a chiing ta da budc vao Mua Chay 2014. Trong 14 thu muc vu Tuin I
Muia Chay Nim A hom nay, t6i mudn giti d€n moi ngudi trong gido xit mdt phin cla
St Piép Mua Chay 2014 ctia Pic Thinh Cha Phanxicd dugc ban hanh ngay
26/12/2013, véi chd dé 14y tir thu cia Thanh Phaold thi 2 giti Gido doan Corintd:
“Chiia Giésu da tré nén ngheo khé dé 1dy cdi nghéo ciia minh ma lam cho anh em tré
nén giau c6” (2 Cor 8:9). Chiing ta hiy cing nhau doc, suy nghi, va hanh dong theo
161 mdi goi trong st diép Mua Chay cia Pitc Thanh Cha.

“Anh Chi Em thdn mén... Noi guong Thdy minh, cdc Kité hitu chiing ta dugc kéu
goi hay duwong ddu vdi cdi nghéo ciia cdc anh chi em ciia chiing ta, hdy cham 14y,
gdnh ldy va thuc hién cdc budc thice tién dé lam gidm bét cdi ngheo. Lam than khong
c6 dong nghia véi cdi ngheo; lam than la su nghéo khé khong cé long tin thdc, khong
co tinh lién doi, khéng cé hy vong.

“Cé ba logi lam than: ldm than vdt chdt, ldm than ludn 1Y va lam than tinh than.
Lam than vat chdt vén thuong duoc goi la sw ngheo khd va de ndng trén nhitng nguoi
song trong hoan cdnh khong xitng vdi phdm gid con nguoi: nhitng nguoi thiéu cdc
quyén co bdn va cdc nhu cdu nhu liong thyc, nudc, nhitng diéu kién vé sinh, cong dn
viéc lam va co héi phdt trién va tdng trudng vé van hod. Pung trudc cdnh lam than
nay, Gido hi cung hién su tro giip ciia minh, nhdm ddp ing nhitng nhu cdu nay va
bcng bo nhitng vét thuong lam bién dang khuén mdt ciia nhdn loai. Noi nhiing nguoi
nghéo va nhitng nguodi bi gat ra ngodi, chiing ta nhin thdy dung mao ciia Pvc Kité;
bdng cdch yéu thuong va giip do nhitng nguoi nghéo, chiing ta yéu thuong va phung
sw Ditc Kité. Cdc nd luc ciia chiing ta ciing nham lam chdm ditt nhitng vu vi pham
phdm gid con nguoi, té nan ky thi va lam quyén trén thé gidi, vi nhitng thit nay la
nguén géc gdy ra lam than trong rdt nhiéu truong hop. Khi quyén lyc, cdanh giau cé
xa hoa va tién bac tré thanh nhitng ngdu tuong, thi chiing chiém phdn wu tién trén nhu
cdu phdn phéi ciia cdi cong bang. Vi thé, luong tam ciia ching ta can phdi dugc hodn
cdi dé tré vé vdi su cong bang, binh ddng, diéu do va chia sé.

“Khong kém phan lo ngai la su l[Am than ludn 1y, hé tai & chd nguoi ta tré nén né
16 cho cdc théi hu tat xdu va téi 18i. Gia dinh lo du biét bao vi cé mot thanh vién
trong nha — thuong la nguoi tré — nghién rugu, ma tiy, co bac hodc khiéu dam! Biét
bao nguoi khong con thdy ¥ nghia ciia cudc séng va nhitng vién tuong cho tuong lai,
biét bao nguoi da mdt hy vong! Va biét bao nguoi bi lao vao canh ldm than néy bdi
nhitng diéu kién bdt cong xda hoi, bdi cdanh thdt nghiép tuéc mdt di noi ho phdm gid
dugc lam nguoi dem com bdnh vé gia dinh, va béi su thiéu binh ddng trong viéc tiép
cdn cdc quyén vé gido duc va y té. Trong cdc truong hop do, cé thé xem cdnh lam
than ludn Iy la sy tw sdt dang dén dan. Loai hinh ldm than nay ciing la nguyén nhdn
gdy nén cdnh suy sup kinh té, luén gdn lién véi canh lam than tinh thdn ma chiing ta
trdi nghiém khi xa lia Thién Chiia va tix khudc tinh thuong ciia Nguoi. Néu chiing ta




cho réing chiing ta khéng cdan Thién Chiia, Pdng dang gio tay ra cho chiing ta qua Piic Kité, vi chiing ta tuéng rdng chiing ta cé
thé tu lo lieu cho minh, thi chiing ta dang dim ddu vao con duong lun bai. Duy chi ¢6 Thién Chiia mdi cé thé citu va gidi thodt

chiing ta mot cdch dich thuc.

“Tin Mirng la thudc gidi doc thuc cho su ldm than tinh than; dit cho chiing ta di dau, chiing ta ciing dugc moi goi, véi tu
cdch nguoi Kité hitu, ching ta hdy loan bdo tin gidi thodt, dé la cé su tha thit cho cdc tdi 16i da@ pham, dé la Thién Chiia lon
hon t6i 16i cia chiing ta, va dé la Nguoi luén yéu thuong chiing ta mot cdch nhung khéng va chiing ta dugc tao dung dé hiép
théng va séng vinh citu. Chiia moi goi chiing ta hdy tré thanh nhitng ngudi hdn hoan loan bdo sw diép xét thuong va hy vong
nay! That hao hing duoc cdm nghiém niém vui loan truyén tin vui nay, chia sé kho tang da dwoc iy thdc cho chiing ta, an i
nhitng tdm hon tan ndt va mang lai niém hy vong cho nhitng anh chi em chiing ta dang bi béng dém bao phii. Nhu thé c¢6 nghia
la chitng ta di theo va noi guong Pitc Giésu, Pdng dd dén vdi nguoi nghéo va tdi nhdn nhu nguoi muc ti di tim con chién lac,

va Ngai dén gdp chiing ta tran ddy tinh yéu thuong. Khi hiép nhdt vdi Chiia, chiing ta cé thé can dam md ra nhitng con duong

mdi dé loan bdo Tin Mitng va thing tién con nguoi...”

Nguyén chic Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em dugc ddy tran 4n siing cia Chia Thanh Thin dé ti€n budc trén hanh trinh 40 ngay
clia Muia Chay Thdnh trong tAm tinh thdng hdi truéc miit Thién Chia va long x6t thuong ddi véi tha nhan.

Kich Rhung i Trong Tudn

9-3: Chda Nhat Tuin I Mia Chay Nam A
1 0-3: Thi Hai trong Tuan [ Mua Chay
11-3: Thit Ba trong Tun I Mua Chay
12-3: Tht Tu trong Tudn [ Mua Chay
13-3: Thit N4m trong Tudn I Mia Chay
14-3: Thit S4u trong Tu2n I Mua Chay. Ki2ng thit
1 5-3: Thit Bay trong Tuan [ Mua Chay,

L2 Thanh Clement? Hofbauer, Lm DCCT

1 6-3: Chaa Nhat Tuan II Mua Chay Nim A

CACEM GIAO LY & VIET NGU NGHI HQC

Chda nhat 9/3 va 16/3 khong cé chuong trinh Gido ly va
Viét ngit, va do d6 ciing khong c¢6 Thanh 1& thi€u nhi lic 12:30
PM trong 2 Chda nhit nay. Cdc em s& di hoc trd lai vao Chia
nhat 23/3/2014.

Lm. Gidm quan Phaolé Nguyén T4t Hai, C.Ss.R.

Xin moi ngudi trong Gido x cAu nguyén dic biét cho
nhitng anh chi em Dy tong va Tuyén chon trong Mila Chay thinh
2014 nay.

MUA CHAY: CAU NGUYEN CHO ANH CHI EM DU
TONG

Muiia Chay bit ddu mdot thdi ky quan trong trong cudc hanh
trinh tim gip Chia clia anh chi em Dy tong, Trong Thdnh 1& 9
2i0 sdng Chia nhit I Mua Chay (2/3), Gido xd ching ta c hanh
Nghi thitc Sai i (Rite of Sending) d€ bay t3 sy chdp thuin va
niang dd clia cong doan d6i vdi anh chi em Dy tong dé rdi vao
Chda nhat II Mua Chay (9/3), ho s& dudc giti dé€n Pitc Cha
Kevin Farrell d€ ngai ti€n hanh Nghi thic Tuyén chon va Ghi
danh (Rite of Election) tai Nha thd Chinh toa Guadalupe. Vé&i
Nghi thiic Tuyén chon, anh chi em Dy tong cham dift thdi ky Dy
tong (Period of Catechumenate) d€ trd thanh ngudi dudc tuyén
chon va bt dau ti€n vao Thdi ky Thanh tdy va Soi sing (Period
of Purification and Enlightenment) tru6c khi dudc rira tdi vao Lé
Vong Phuc Sinh (19/4/2013).

MUA CHAY THANH 2014

Muia Chay 2014 bt ddu v6i Thit Tu L& Tro ngay 5/3 dinh
dau mot thdi ky #n nin, thong hdi, chay tinh va gia ting cong
viéc bdc 4i d€ chuin bi cho viéc mirng Pai L& Phuc Sinh vao
ngay 20/4. Sau diy 12 mot sd diéu ching ta cAn ghi nhd thuc
hién trong Mua Chay nay:

* An Chay: Vao ngay thi Tu L& Tro va th Sdu Tuin
Théanh d8i vdi nhitng ai tir 18 tudi cho dén tron 59 tudi. Thong
thudng, An Chay c6 nghia la in mdt bita no va hai bira déi; tdng
cong hai bita déi khong biing mot bita no va khong in vit gifra
cédc bita dn. Nhitng ngudi dau yé&u, hoiic phu nif mang thai dugc
mién trix.

* Kiéng thit: Vao thit Tu L& Tro, cdc thit Sdu trong Mua
Chay va thit Sdu Tuan Thanh ddi v6i nhitng ai tir 14 tudi trd 1én.

* Bac Ai: Tiép tuc thong 1& cla Gido xi¥, xin moi ngudi,
cdch riéng nhitng ai c6 cong an viéc lam, d€ danh ra 1 My kim
mdi ngay trong sudt 40 ngay Miia Chay nhim gitip ngudi nghéo
tai Viét Nam.

* CAu Nguyén: Gia ting viéc cAu nguyén mdi ngay cho cd
nhén, gia dinh, gido x1, gido hdi va thé gidi.

* Tinh TAm: Chu&n bi tim hon va thdi gian d€ dén tham
dy Budi Tinh tim ctia Gido xt vao chiéu thit Bay ngay 5/4/2014.

* Xung Tdi: Trong Miia Chay, ngoai ngay Xung tdi clia cd
Gido xif lic 7 gid tdi thit Ba ngay 8/4/2014, moi ngudi cé thé
xung tdi vao Idc 6 gid chiéu mdi ngay hodc c6 thé goi dién thoai
v6i Cha Gidm quén d€ 14y hen xung toi (972) 242-8360.

* Pi Pang Thanh Gia: Gido x c¢6 t§ chitc cudc Pi Pang
Thanh Giz mdi thi Sdu Mua Chay bit diu lic 6 gid chiéu va
Thénh 1€ ngay sau d6 Iiic 6 gid 30 chiéu.

thém chi ti€t va ghi danh cho c4 nhdn hodc con em, xin vao
website ciia Gido xi & dia chi www.thanhtamdallas.org, hodc
lién lac v6i Anh Hoang H&i (hoanght82@yahoo.com, 504-338-

3881); Anh Trin Vuong (johnnyvuongtran @ gmail.com, 469-855-
5388).

STERS,TO HEAVEN
Saturday, N

i

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish

2121 N. Denton Dr., Carrollton TX
Sign up at

www.thanhtamdallas.org

$10 includes T-shirt
breakfast & lunch

CONTACTS
hoanght82@ychoo.com
johnnyvuongtran@gmoil.com

Wpraying
inspiration

GIA PINH DANG CUA LE

*# Thit B4y 1/3 & Chida nhat 2/3

L& 5:30 PM: Gia dinh Minh Nguyé&n
L& 9 AM: Gia dinh Tuynh Kim Phan
L& 11 AM: Gia dinh Minh Nguyén

** Thit B4y 8/3 & Chiia nhat 9/3
L& 5:30 PM: Gia dinh An Nguyén
L& 9 AM: Gia dinh Hiéu Thity Tran
L& 11 AM: Gia dinh Stic Nguyén

Xin cdc gia dinh dang cda 1& d&€n s6m, mic y phuc chinh t&
va cho Ban Ti€p din bi€t di sin sang. N&u vi ly do gi khong thé
dang cda 1& dugc, xin lién lac v6i Gido xi, t6t nhit 12 24 tiéng
ddng hd trude gits 18, dé ki€m ngudi thay thé.

NGAY HOI THANH THIEU NIEN (YOUTH RALLY)

Tt 9 gid sing dén 5 gid chiéu ngay thd Bdy 29/3/2014,
Gigo xtt Thinh TAm s& t6 chifc “Youth Rally” gdm Thénh 1&,
cau nguyén, hit ca ngdi, va vui choi véi chi d& “Steps to
Heaven” danh cho cdc thanh thi€u nién Cong gido (k€ ca clia
Gido xit khac) tudi tir 12 dén 27. Lé phi tugng trung 13 10 My
kim bao gdm in sdng, dn trua, snacks, 40 T-shirt. Mudn biét

www.thanhtamdallas.org

Trang 2

BAO CAO TAI CHANH TUAN QUA

Gido Xt chiing ta trong tuin qua Chiia Nhat 2 thing 3,
2014 da nhan dugc $6,324 (gdm $5,259 trong bi thu va ngoai bi
thu $1,023 tién dang ciing clia cic em 13 $42). Quy Xay Dung
Hoi Trudng da nhan dugc $1,927. Xin Chia thudng cong bdi hau
cho tit ¢4 nhitng ai d3 ding 1én Chida bao cong lao ndy nhu cla 1&

ta dn Chia.
WEEKLY MEDITATION

THE 2014 LENTEN MESSAGE OF OUR HOLY
FATHER FRANCIS

“He became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich”
(2 Cor 8:9)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

(...) In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to
confront the poverty of our brothers and sisters, to touch it, to
make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it.
Destitution is not the same as poverty: destitution is poverty
without faith, without support, without hope. There are three

types of destitution: material, moral and spiritual. Material
destitution is what is normally called poverty, and affects those
living in conditions opposed to human dignity: those who lack
basic rights and needs such as food, water, hygiene, work and the
opportunity to develop and grow culturally. In response to this
destitution, the Church offers her help, her diakonia, in meeting
these needs and binding these wounds which disfigure the face of
humanity. In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving
and helping the poor, we love and serve Christ. Our efforts are
also directed to ending violations of human dignity,
discrimination and abuse in the world, for these are so often the
cause of destitution. When power, luxury and money become
idols, they take priority over the need for a fair distribution of
wealth. Our consciences thus need to be converted to justice,
equality, simplicity and sharing.

No less a concern is moral destitution, which consists in
slavery to vice and sin. How much pain is caused in families
because one of their members — often a young person - is in thrall
to alcohol, drugs, gambling or pornography! How many people
no longer see meaning in life or prospects for the future, how
many have lost hope! And how many are plunged into this
destitution by unjust social conditions, by unemployment, which
takes away their dignity as breadwinners, and by lack of equal
access to education and health care. In such cases, moral
destitution can be considered impending suicide. This type of
destitution, which also causes financial ruin, is invariably linked
to the spiritual destitution which we experience when we turn
away from God and reject his love. If we think we don’t need God
who reaches out to us through Christ, because we believe we can
make do on our own, we are headed for a fall. God alone can
truly save and free us.

The Gospel is the real antidote to spiritual destitution:
wherever we go, we are called as Christians to proclaim the
liberating news that forgiveness for sins committed is possible,
that God is greater than our sinfulness, that he freely loves us at
all times and that we were made for communion and eternal life.
The Lord asks us to be joyous heralds of this message of mercy
and hope! It is thrilling to experience the joy of spreading this
good news, sharing the treasure entrusted to us, consoling broken
hearts and offering hope to our brothers and sisters experiencing
darkness. It means following and imitating Jesus, who sought out
the poor and sinners as a shepherd lovingly seeks his lost sheep.
In union with Jesus, we can courageously open up new paths of
evangelization and human promotion.

Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the
whole Church ready to bear witness to all those who live in
material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of
the merciful love of God our Father, who is ready to embrace
everyone in Christ. We can do this to the extent that we imitate
Christ who became poor and enriched us by his poverty. Lent is a
fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves
what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our
own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-
denial is real without this dimension of penance. I distrust a
charity that costs nothing and does not hurt. (...)
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